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Widely Separated Friends.

‘ “om Aprfl 21 Gen. LEONABD WOOD was
‘in Rome, Italy, explaining to King Vic-
.7os EMMANUEL that his missfon to the
Phillp was one of military duty
only, and that he entertained the great-
est admiration for Governor TAFT, the
civilian who is Governor of the islands.
Governor TAFT, remarked Gen. WooD to
the King, had accomplished in the Phil-
ippines results which he, Gen. Woob, felt
were excellent.

The King thereupon invited Gen. Woop
to stop on his way down the Red Sea
long emough to make professional ob-
servations and study conditions in the
Itallan eolony of Eritrea.

Somehow the substance of this con-
versation, including the high opinion of
Governor TAFT'S administration, which
Gen. WooD, as a simple soldier, is now
expressing to royalty, found its way to
the newspaper correspondents, to the
cable, and thus to general publication
im this country. The advertisement of
Gens. WooD's admiration for Governor
Tarr and approval of his work in the
Philippines y leaked out through
some indiscretion on the part of the
young monarch.

On the same day, April 21, Capt. Ep-
GAR GERALD BELLAIRS, in former times
the principal advertising agent of Gen.
Laowanp Woopn's fame and the faithful

of his personal fortunes, was

in trouble in the town of El Paso in Texas.
' Jeft Arizona about a fortnight

the indignantly avowed inten-
coming East to prove that he
bonorable British officer worthy
respect of honest men, and an
different person from the swin-
and ex-conviet whose long string
alisses has now become familiar to
readers. But Capt. BELLAIRS seems
ve tarried in El Paso to engage in
literary enterprise, the publioa-
a local guide book. While oc-
with this undertaking he was
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his exalted opinion of Governor TAFT, the
man who has been trying to pull down
for Woop's benefit was in the
afice of our El Paso contemporary going
through the pitiful farce of denying once
maove that be is a forger, swindler and
ex-convict. This is from the El! Paso
Times of April 22:
= Capt. E. G BuiLaias deales that part of the
story which relates to his alleged criminal vecord.
He afirms that his reeall from the Philippines and
subsequent discharge from the Associated Press,
an ascgunt of sileged crookedmess In bis past life,
were due to mistaken ideatity. Mo says that the
story told by the Plakerion detective that he was
ssat to tha penlientiary In Florida on the charge
of forgrry under the name of BALLENTING I8 um-
founded, cicept in a strong resemblance between
himself and \he real culprit.”

For the information of the good people
of El Paso and for the protection of the
-people of any part of the civilized world
to which “ BELLAIRS " may next betake
himself, we may say that the identifi-
cation of the author of “ As It Is in the
Philippines * with the BALLENTINE, BAL-
ANTYNE, CHEIRITON, SHERIDAN, AL-
LAINE and CAMERON known to the police
records is absolute. It rests not merely
om “the strong resemblance between
himself and the real culprit * to which
he refers. It is not a case of mistaken
identity. BELLAIRS is the CHEIRITON
whom Judge MITCHELL sentenced to the
. Florida penitentiary. BELLAIRS is the
canvict who worked five years in the
chein gang at the phosphate mines of
Ichetucknee; whom the sole lessee of con-
vigt labor there, Mr. E. B. BATLRY, recog-
nised in Broadway last September, and
whe, as evidence of his progress in Lfe
and literature since the convict-camp
days, sent to that kind-hearted boes in
December a copy of his book defaming
Gevernor TArr and lauding Gen. Woob,
and instituting this comparison between
the two administrators:

* The difference between TAFT snd WoOD is that
the former s & politician and & ' Wimmer,' while
the latter 1s & diplomat and & statesman, and I8 s
%0 be bhoped that, In American Interests, such &

_ man as LEONARD WoOD will succeed TAPT In the

Phillppines, and such a Government as was founded
ia Cuba will succeed the present \op-heavy organi.
sation.”

As accumulating facts indicate the
extraordinarily olose relation which for-
merly existed between Gen. LEONARD
Woobn and the ex-convict of the many
names, and the part which the latter
has borne in the surprising fortunes of
the former, it becomes more and more

t that the travelling student of
cojonial conditions and administrative
methods should interrupt his studies
long enough to state clearly, in justice
to his own reputation, whether he knew
or bad reason to suspect at Havana that
the Palace intimate and press agent of
the Military Governor of Cuba was &
jailbird.

The Automoblie Bill at Albany.

The Bailey Automobile bill, now await-
ing signature, arouses fresh indignation
overy day. Last Thursday the National
Amsociation of Automobile Manuf:
ars took steps to express its ung

of the bill. On the same
dsy the New York Automobile Trade

representing the dealers in
motor vehicles in this city, adopted a
resolution severely condemning the bill,
on the ground that it was extremely in-
Jjurious to the interests of the members.

These organizations are by no means
alone in their, attitude toward this
ridiculous measure. Arrayed against it
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are e s of moter
ma‘z
ausossobilista

are to express their opinions as
they sse fit. Imdeed, outmide of the |
Automabila Club, whose actjon favoring
the bill has never been satisfactorily ex- |
plaived, those who have expwessed thoirl
sentiments concerning the proposed law

| are practically unanimous ‘in denoun- |
, olng it. To allow it to go into the stat-
| utes would, they say, rob automobiling

™ | in New York State of all its pleasure,

! would restrict the sales of vahicles and, |

that it is entirely possible to
e an automobile law which while
brief, , and clear-cut is fair to
all users of the highways, has been
afforded by the State of Comnecticut.
The law there provides that no auto-
mobile “shall be run on any highway
or public place outside the limita of a
city at a rate of speed to exceed fifteen
miles an hour”; that within city limits
the speed shall not be greater &g:
twelve miles per hour; that “u
approaching a crossing of intersecting
streets or roads” the machine shall be
kept under control and its speed reduced
until such place is passed. An excellent
provision of the law is that “no city,
town, or borough shall have power to
make any ordinance, by-law, or resolu-
tion"® affecting in any way the speed at
which motor vehicles may travel. For
violating any part of the law, the fine
shall be not more than $200.

A bill is now in the Connecticut Legis-
lature to reduce the speed of automo-
biles when meeting horse-drawn ve-
hicles, and also providing that the former
shall not be run “at4 rate of speed dan-
gerous to life and property.” The pro-
posed law also provides for not more
than thirty days’ imprisonment, in addi-
tion to a fine, for violations. Non-
resident drivers of automobiles who
visit Connecticut will not be molested
80 long as they conform to a similar
law in their own State.

To permit the Bailey bill to become
s law, in the hope that the next hegis-
lature will set things right, seems rather
poor policy. There is still time to kil it.
Let the friends of modern locomotion
mobilize for determined action.

The Meaning of Russia’s New Move.
Tt is hard to believe that the St. Peters-
burg Government will insist upon the
demands which it has presented to
China as coaditions precedent to the
evacuation of Manchuria. These con-
ditions, if the published synopsis of
them be correct—its ocorrectness is
vouched for by Sir ERNEST SaTOW, the
British Minister at Pekin—are incom-
patible not only with the general assur-
ances given by Russia to the treaty
Powers respecting the preservation of
China's territorial integrity and the
maintenance of the “open door,” but
also with a specific promise repeatedly
made to our own State Department.
Under the circumstances, it was ex-
pected that a protest couched in strong
terms would be submitted to the Russian
Foreign Office by the United States as
well as by Great Britain and Japan.

It will be remembered that Russia
had agreed to evacuate Newchwang on
April 8, and the rest of southern Man-
churia in September. According to one
telegram, the evacuation of Newchwang
was nominally effected on the date
fixed, but this report was subsequently
denied, and now seems to have had no
foundation. Just when the Russian
Chargé d'Affaires informed the Chinese
Foreign Office that no further steps
toward evacuation would be taken un-
til certain conditions were complied with
is not yet known, nor were the ocon-
ditions themselves published in this
country until Friday, April 24.

The purport of the conditions was at
onee recognized as tantamount to a de-
mand that Russian sovereignty should
be practically recognized throughout
Manchuria. It is obvious that if China
was to resume possession of Manchuria,
she would regain the right of establish-
ing new treaty ports therein and of
granting erequaturs to foreign Consuls
at such places. In the treaty of com-
merce now in course of negotiation be-
tween China and the United States, we
have asked for the opening of treaty
ports at Mukden and Taku-Shan. The
course now reputed to be taken by
Russia with reference to this request
would traverse the interests of the
United States.

The commercial and fiscal purpose of
the move manifestly is to compel foreign
merchants to ship all goods intended
for Manchuria cither to Newchwang or
to the new Russian port of Dalny on
the Liau-Tung Peninsula. This would
meean virtually a monopoly for Dalny,
because, as the means of communication
between Newchwang and the interior of
Manchuria would remain in Russian

it would be easy by obstructive

complete withdrawal even from New-

chwang, for ber representative at Pekin
demands that she shall continue to con-
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for breakfast, could not be exemplified
more satisfactorily.

High thinking will be provided for
as ably. The all-commemorating " Mr.
EpwiN MARKHAM will “ prepare a poem
of commemoration.” Col. HENRY WaAT-
TERSON will be one of the orators.

Could there be a more fitting poet to
hymn the gréat Yankee optimist, the
ever cheerful and hopeful poet and
philosopher, the farmer-scholar with
his sublime belief in democracy and his
daily life of equality with his townamen,
than Mr. MARKHAM, the pessimist rhet-
orician weeping over the French peas-
ants of his fancy, seeing nature through
his study windows in Brooklyn and
ploughing his mind for phrasea?

And Col. HENRY WATTERSON, with his
philosophical mind, his eagerness to
shun clamor and controversy, his tem-
perament compact in equal parts of
beautiful Greek calmness and Eastern
mysticism, his modeety and moderation
-—sure, this was the predestined eulogist
of Mr. EMErsoN. RaLPR hitched his
wagon to a star. HENRY hitched the
star-eyed to his wagon.

Somewhere in the Elysian meadows
that Yankee must be sitting among the
family of philosophers, with EpiCTETUS,
with MARCUS AURELIUS, with PLOTINUS,
with PrLaT0. If echoes from the world
of sense spread to those ethereal shores;
Mr. EMERSON must smile as he thinks
of Col. WATTERSON and Mr. MARKHAM.
Always an optimist, he must now ap-
preciate more than ever how fortunate
he is to be dead.

The Tramp on the Train.

The Secret Service men on the Presi-
dent's train seem to have an imperfect
understanding of his principles. Friday
night they found a man on the outside
of the vestibule between the baggage
car and the club car. After a fight in
which he showed pluck and power, they
overcame and gathered him. He had
his credentials with him, a card showing
him to be a member, in good standing,
of the Sailors’ Union of San Franeisco.
Technically and temporarily he was a
tramp, on his way to St. Paul. Instead
of being introduced to Mr. ROOSEVELT,
he was turned over to the mercies of the
police at Billings. Thus both the sacred
rights of labor unions and some of the
holiest of Mr. ROOSEVELY'S feelings were
stabbed.

This tramp was powerful and strenu-
ous, a “ man that has got the stuff in
him.” It is an admitted right and privi-
lege of the labor trusts to which Mr.
ROOSEVELT is so devoted, to take pos-
session of a railroad. Then why this
inhospitality, this ferocious resistance
to a single member of a labor trust who
takes the liberty of riding unostenta-
tiously on the President's train? Ir-
respective of his right and privilege to
ride, his position was sound economi-
cally accurding to the new political
economy. He was not preying upon
the President. He was clutching a great
corporation, a trust, by the throat and
forcing it to carry him. He was making
unearned wealth and soulless monopoly
pay his_fare.

Besides, he had in him the stuff out of
which strong men are made. And in-
stead of getting a handshake he got the

United States Senator W. P. KxL1L000, after-
ward of Louisiana, and Judge WELDON of the
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meaningless murmur of water on the brain.
——————
GEORGE GRAY OF DELAWARE.

A Repubiican Suggests Him as the Candi-
date of the Demeocratio Party.

To Tan EpiTor or Tus SuN—8ir: The talk
of ex-Senator Jones in Taw SuN of to-day on
the subject of Democratic candidates for the
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_  Berious for the Taxpayers.

TO ™Ry EDITOS OF TWR SvN—Sir. Observing
that one of your correspondents asks who are the
great American humorists, may Iinquire: “What's
the -M’ with Governor Odell and his St. Louls
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140,94 blacks. The itions
island were of the crudest, and about one-

of slavery.

During the rule of Las Casas, there was
founded the Sociedad Economica, which has
ever since remained an active and a potent
foroe in insular affairs. It raised funds
and established schools, snd effected a
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feea. A marked advanoce had been made,
but the census of 133% showed only 9,082
pupils registered in the schools of the entire
island. In 1842, under Governor-General
Valdes, a system of public instruction was

schools were divided into the elementary
and the superior. At the top of the system
stood the University of Havana. While
this organization effected a material ad-
vance, it was only indifferently efficient.
During the succeeding decade, Captain-
General Concha introduced further

and made school establishment mainten-
ance obligatory upon the Coun-
cils. As the entire island, rural as well as
urban, is divided into municipal districts
the whole area was included by this law.
In 1863 the public school laws of Bpain
were axtended to Cuba, and school teaching
became a profession.

Compared with the American system,
Cuba's school laws and customs were & be-
nighted outfit. Schoolhouses, as distinct
edifices erected for school purposes, were
unknown. Sessions were usually held at the
residence of the teacher. Even at this time
there was nothing which corresponded in
any way to our free school system. A tui-
tion fee was required from all pupils until
the passage of a law in December, 1880,
under which provision was made for those
whoee parents were financially unable to
pay a fee. The benefit of this law was ex-
tended only upon the presentation of a
oartificate issued by the pariah priest and
indoreed by the local administration au-
thority. By the same law, school attend-
ance was made practically obligatory,and
boards of public instruction were insti-
tuted. The records of 1883 show the exist-

of 63§ publio schools and 184 private
moh. for a population of, approximately,
1,800,000. In 1888, with a probable inorease
of a little more than 10 per cent. in the popu-
lation, the Department of Publio Instruc-
tion reported as follows:

is In university

In addition to theee, there were profes-
sional schools, with 9 professors and 60 stu~
dents; art schools, with 4 professors and

cannot be vouched for, although they are
taken from official records.
Three years of revolution, begun in 18986,

TETIoEE
sgfggti
i

i
fe
%
§a
i
4

;

E
|
2

l
1
g?
tg,
:

i

I
i
i
g
1

E
i

£
E
b

34
i
11

E

;
F
5

|

§
£

i1
I
|
g
;

7
h
I

E

T
:
;
|
i

;
|
E

;
§
;

i

13

FF
%‘s%
i
1
H
i

i
!
]

o
:
I
i

\‘I-\' *
(4 3" LA

nor was there any settled
school methods; in short, publi\ ingtruo-
tion was without organization andgf little
value.®* While this is not accuryely a
of the truth, it is distineth migs-
, and is an unjustifiable reflegjon
by Gen. Wood upon the work of his supéior
officer. Gen. Brooke took up the questhy,

gh-water mark thus far, approximates
8,500, th approximately 160,000 pupll}
y Or this should perbape Iy
modified by saying that thore were som,
1,400 publio schools, with about 8,500 school
rooms and teachers. Under Cuban ag
ministration this number has been oy
tailed abnut 4 per cent. by effecting a mon
economical consolidation. The enrollmer;
.hol:m:a falling off. This, the Cubag
say, ue to & more accurate re
of the scholars. o
It has been charged, with ample regson
that the expenditures for educational estab
lishment were unduly excessive, evea t,
extravaganoce, at a time when the Cuban

room fittings, books, &c. The salaries paid
to_teachers were much above those paid
to teachers in the United States, the aver.
age being nearly $48 a month for each
teacher. The expenditure per year per
pupil was about $26.50. Comparison with
such figures as are immediately at hand
shows a similar expenditure in Michigan
famous for her school system, of less uu.
$20; Texas, about $11; Louisiana, between
§7and $8; and the Carolinas, about $4;any
one of these American States being In vastly
better financial and social condition than
was Ouba.

That a vast amount of good has been
aocomplished by school establishment in
Cuba is beyond any possible question,
That endlessly important results will be
manifest in the future life of the island is
equally beyond doubt. The point dis-
tinetly open to individual view and opinion
rests on the question of the general economy
of the work and in the expediency of ap-
plying =o large a portion of Cuba's limited
revenues to this special purpose, in view
of the .my t,h.:d great industrial

economl|
needs existing o

Pepular Delight as Mr. Rossevelt’s Preef
of Reapeet fer Law.

To s Eprror or Tux Buw—S8ir: Of all
the lovely, genial rays emitted by Tus Suw
since the day it first began to shine on these
great Amerioan United Statea, the loveliest
and the genialest is the ray that to-day marks
the ending of Tum Sun‘s revelation of the
doings on Hell RBoaring Creek.

W. R. CuarTON.

RirreNEOUVSs OLus, Philadelphia, April 3.

How an Agnostic Leoks at Ceaversiens.

To Tae Eprton oy TEE SUN~Sir: The Rev.
Page Milburn of the Baltimore Methodist
Episcopal Conference told me that he was the
only non-Catholio of his family from the old
. Mary's peninsula. Bishop Wilmer of

to!d me thirty years ago that he had
takew into the Protestant Episcopal fold over
300 Catholios.

Whee the accidens of marriage, or the fa-
tality ot the seminary, alters the so-called
faith, 'h’::a:: it s0 much a mystery? One's

his udice. -
Erss Bk Te e
minister. fey years past, ]
Tobacco, Md . :

of schools as soon as it was poseible, unde
the existing conditions, to do so properiy\
and wisely. Between the date of his doing
#0 and the date of his relief there was not
time to put his order into effective opera-
tion. Gen. Wood's official comment is as
unjust as it is uncalled for.

upon Gen. Brooke's foundation,
Gen. Wood issued an order, on Jan. 24,
1900, oreating a Board of Superintendenta
of Schools, and appointed Mr. Frye as a
member of the board. The issuance of the
Brooke school law resulted in an imme-
diate demand for school facilities from all
over the island. How much of this demand
aroee from a keen Cuban thirst for knowl-
edge, and how much of it came from those
who were eager to draw a teacher's pay,
may be a matter of conjecture to some.
It is probable that the motives werq some-
what mixed, with cupidity a little abead.

At the time of the withdrawal of Gen.
Brooke there wepe 813 organized school-
rooms in the island. By the early days of
January, the following month, the number
had doubled. Increase proceeded at such
a rate that more than 3,000 had been opened
by the first of March. On March 8 Gen.
Wood pent telegraphic orders to all parta
of the island to stop any further organiza.
tion. Only 187 schools were established
during the sucoeeding four months, and
oaly some 700 more were eatablished during
the next two years. Before the 1st of July,
8.313 schools were in operation in Cuba,
and all of them were established under
the Brooke law, It was the Brooke law
which createdAhem, and the Brooke law
combined with the exuberant energy of
Mr. Frye that put them into action opera-
tion. The process attracted wide atten-
tion in the United States; and because it
was done during the régime of the new
Governor, the public, ignorant of the facts,
jumped to the conoclusion that it was Gen,
Wood's work. Gen. Brooke may not have
been a phenemenal administrator, but he
is rightly entitled to the credit for that which

did.

Mr. Frye's methods as a School Superin-
tendent were somewhat diffuse. His prin-
cipal idea appeared to be the establishment
of the greatest possible number of schools.
In this process he unduly overlooked the
essential element of systematio organisa-
tion. The whole institution soon fell into
exoeeding confusion. Whether the fault
lay in the law or whether it lay partly or
wholly in the methods employed in ita exe-
oution is a matter which is best determined

providing for
of all children between 6 and 14
years of age for a period of not less than
twepty weeks in a year, of which ten weeks
must be consecutive, under & penalty of

foe or tmprisenment. imaposed upen par-

omas's
lonial '8 ostat

April 28. L

Winntng the Franchis

To TRE EDITON OF THE BUN—8iry
the matter of the disfranchisement “Ou
Brother in Black® in some of the Soy VT
States, permit me to ask If u‘:lmpﬂf"
made of the black man who w

g the o "5
ar
od

am reminded to inquire by lookt

annual report of the Philadelphia

Culttvation Association, which

beginning with twenty-seven

risen to 198 acres In 1903; and from

in 1897 to 8,778 in 1902; and from &

$6,000 1n 1897 0 & product of $50.000

mlunnbodov.mungmM

of hef In respect of these things? QUIRER.
PRILADELPEIA, April 28

The Game of Flinch

TO *HE EDITOB OF THE Suw—Sir: Your Brook-
lyn correspondent, “O. R. G.." In the matter of fur-
aishing defimite Informadion concerning the game
of “Fllach.” is neither very definite nor very In-
forming, &8 appears In Saturday's SUN. He says:
“It is & card game with & prepared deck
of 150 cards.” 1 have heard of card games with
specially p decks, but | doa 1

heard of thal many extrs ¢ kind of
sleeves s doea yer havel No

or bootleg:
“the good Met of the middie West
have been lm'memw ‘m \\Y' by the game.

daei like that s enough %o stir up even & bad
ﬁﬂ " Wil 1t be
n for

for me to go w0
P.our 'nu'nrv

n on
am
of kno'

fu

to make any sacrifice in the ero
e. o
Nuw Yonx, April 26

Elemeatary Schoel Physiolegy.
From the St. James's Gasetle.

For pure confusion of thought the following
brief ‘essay by a Doard School child of 12 on the
“Human Body"” would be hard o beat:

*rhe Buman body Is divided Inlo three paris—
the bead, the chest, and the tummick.

*“The head contsing the eyes, ears, nase, mouth,
aad brains, if any.

“The chest contalns the heart, lungs, and pant
of the liver,

“The tummiock is entirely devoted to the vowels,
of which there are five, namely, & ¢, 4 o. u, a5d
sometimes ¥ and &.”

P
Keatucky’s Aquatic Hen.
From (ke Winchester Democral

Mrs. Annle Lawrence of near Winchester had &
chioken hen 1o go 10 the creck and wade 1o the walrr
aud spread her wings oul on top of the water and
lald Bue eggs. The first time Mrs. Lawrenoe saw
her she thought & turtle or something bad bold
of her. When she went to lay her sixib ogg Mi
Lawrence had company to come, and she Ellicd
her for dinner.

T E——
Spread of the Snob.
From (he Pall Mall Gazette.

*Le snoblsme” |8 compicte and 50 18 o saed d
borrowed with careful grammar by the news-
papers of Italy. Sois a ncw word spoken \n Suder-
mann's play by the German actors. We basica
W0 present It as a novelty worth poting—"emob-
thum.

—————————————
Where Not te Go.
From the Ladies’ Fiad.

There are placefl which are chic 1o go ‘o and
places which are dowdy. St. Petersburg, Madnd,
Calro, Simls, Ottawa—these arc all right; whersas
Lisbon, Oolombo, Berlin, Melbourne, Bo one ever
boasis of having been In any of these capitals

Poet and Peasant.

w chop trees down on & sUmMMmer'y &
A broad c farmer asked me 1
S AT
. W

1 showed
“Gosh, what s




